Station #1:
Cartoon Analysis

	
  

As	
  a	
  team,	
  analyze	
  and	
  interpret	
  the	
  
meaning	
  of	
  these	
  political	
  cartoons.	
  	
  
Be	
  sure	
  to	
  include	
  which	
  Amendment	
  
each	
  cartoon	
  deals	
  with.	
  	
  

Cartoon #1

Cartoon #2

Cartoon #3

Station #2:
Valuing Your Rights
Think of the freedoms and protections provided by the Bill of
Rights. Identify the THREE that you feel are the MOST
important and answer the following questions on your task sheet:
A. Why did you select these rights?
B. How would life change without the OTHER rights you
did not select?
C. Why is it important that we have protections of ALL
of the rights provided in the Bill of Rights?
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Court: Officer violated woman’s rights with

warrantless cellphone search

Grant Rodgers, Des Moines Register

A Davenport officer’s warrantless search of a burglary suspect’s cellphone that uncovered an incriminating text message led judges on the
Iowa Court of Appeals to overturn the woman’s conviction on Wednesday.
Nicole Lacey, 24, was charged with third-degree burglary in April 2010 after a Davenport police officer saw a woman matching her description
and another person attempting to steal from a parked minivan. Lacey was acting as the “lookout” and ran as the officer approached, according
to the court’s opinion.
A short time later, another officer took Lacey into custody after matching her shoe prints to those found near the minivan. While sitting in a
police car, Lacey’s cellphone rang several times, according to the ruling.
Officer Gina Johnson took the phone without getting a search warrant and went through Lacey’s call records, according to the ruling. The
officer found several calls from a contact labeled “Hot Cakes Hubby ICE,” as well as a text message sent hours earlier that read: “Let’s go out
and steal from cars tonight, because we need the money, and baby there is nothing else to do.”
After her arrest, Lacey’s attorney tried unsuccessfully to have a district court judge suppress the evidence found from the warrantless phone
search. Lacey was found guilty of burglary and given a deferred judgment.
In the opinion from a three-judge court of appeals panel, Senior Judge Larry Eisenhauer wrote that the officer’s search violated Lacey’s
Constitutional rights against warrantless searches and seizures.
Police officers are granted leeway to conduct a warrantless search if they believe a crime has been committed and there’s a threat of danger
to an officer or the possibility that evidence could be destroyed, Eisenhauer wrote. However, Lacey did not pose any threat that made the
search allowable, he wrote.
“Lacey was in police custody at the time of the search, so there was no risk of escape,” Eisenhauer wrote. “There is nothing to show Lacey
presented a danger of violence or injury to the officers or the phone and its data posed a safety risk.”
The appeals court ruled that Lacey’s case should go back to a district court for a new trial. However, prosecutors cannot use the text message
from “Hot Cakes Hubby ICE” as evidence, the ruling said.
In June of last year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled unanimously in a landmark case, Riley vs. California, that police in most instances are
barred from searching cellphones without a warrant.

Station #3:
Article Analysis
Have one of your team members read the
short article out loud then answer the
questions on your task sheet.
A. Which Amendment does this article
deal with?
B. Do you think that the police should
have to gain a warrant in order to access
information on cell phones? Why or
why not?

Station #4:

Applying the Bill of Rights
For the two situations below, read each and and answer
the subsequent questions.
Situation #1
Darren was arrested on suspicion of kidnapping and rape. He was taken to the police
station, where the victim picked Darren out of a lineup. An officer pointed to a woman in
the police station and asked if she was the victim. Darren told them, “Yeah, that’s her.”
The police then took him to an interrogation room where he was questioned for two
hours. He verbally confessed to the crim and signed a written statement, prepared by the
police, admitting his guilt. Darren’s confession included a statement that he was aware of
his rights, and that any statements he made could be used against him. However, the
police made little effort throughout the interrogation to allow Darren access to a lawyer, or
generally notify him of his rights.
A) What protection(s) and amendment(s) are involved?
B) Should Darren’s confession be allowed as evidence at trial?

Situation #2
Matt was a prominent leader of the Ku Klux Klan. At a Klan rally, Matt advocated support for
the Klan ideal of “white power.” He gave a speech full of racial epithets. He also said, in an
apparent threat, “If our President, our Congress, our Supreme Court, contitunes to suppress the
white, Caucasian race, it’s possible that there might have to be some revenge taken.” He was
afterwards arrested for violating a state law that prohibited the advocacy of crime, sabotage, or
violence as a means of accomplishing political reform. The law also prohibited the gathering
of any society or group formed to teach or advocate such messages. Matt was fined $1,000 and
sentenced to ten years in prison.
A) What protection(s) and amendment(s) are involved?
B) Should Matt have been arrested for his advocacy of, and rally for, Klan ideals?

Station #5:
The Bill of Rights and Art
Analyze each piece of artwork and connect it to
one of the amendments listed in the Bill of
Rights. For each of the pieces of art, complete
the following tasks: Identify the appropriate
amendment(s) and provide specific rights or
freedoms that apply (example: 1st Amendment:
Freedom of Speech); provide an explanation
regarding why and how you think the artwork
relates to the chosen amendment(s).

Artwork #1

Artwork #2

Artwork #3

Artwork #4

Station #6:
What Did They Forget?
Some historians would argue that our Founding Fathers
left some freedoms/protections out of the Bill of Rights.
With your group, come up with a list of things our
Founding Fathers left out that could be included if we
were to recreate the Bill of Rights today. Make sure
you have at least one freedom/protection PER GROUP
MEMBER. (Four members of your group = Four new
protections).

Station #7
Applying the Constitution
For each of the following scenarios, decide whether the
action is protected by the Constitution or not. Provide
the Amendment that the scenario refers to and explain
why or why not.
1. A group of college students create a website with detailed instructions about how to
create a homemade explosive.
a. Is this situation Constitutional?
b. Amendment # _____
c. Explain
2. Robert is disgruntled with the current political party in Presidential office. He decides to
publicly voice his opinions in the middle of the city square with a speech outlining the
faults of the party, the mistakes of the President, and the overall decline of the
administration.
a. Is this situation Constitutional?
b. Amendment # _____
c. Explain

3. Jane is student in a public elementary school. Every day before lunch, her teacher
instructs the class to remember to say grace before the meal.
a. Is this situation Constitutional?
b. Amendment # _____
c. Explain
4. Nancy is a writer for a well-known city newspaper. She is writing an article about one of
the Congressional candidates. Having a strong personal dislike for the candidate and
wanting to sensationalize her article, Nancy decides to make up a story about the
candidate having an extramarital affair, which would cast him in a bad light with voters.
a. Is this situation Constitutional?
b. Amendment # _____
c. Explain
5. John works in a department store at the mall. The other day, a bag of illegal drugs was
found in the parking lot of the mall. As a result, the police proceeded to open and search
through all of the cars in the parking lot at that time.
a. Is this situation Constitutional?
b. Amendment # _____
c. Explain

Station #8:
Constituational Creativity
Read the situation on the dry erase board
and determine what Amendment is being
discussed and whether or not the situation
is Constitutional or not. Put your answers
on the Task Sheet.
When you are done, erase the situation
and write your own funny, yet school
appropriate, example of a situation where
the Bill of Rights comes into question.

Station #9:
Bill of Rights Matching
Match the freedom/protection with
the appopriate amendment.
1st Amendment
2nd Amendment
3rd Amendment
4th Amendment
5th Amendment
6th Amendment
7th Amendment
8th Amendment
9th Amendment
10th Amendment

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

A. Powers reserved to the states
B. Right to due process of law, freedom from selfincrimination, double jeopardy
C. Right to keep and bear arms
D. Freedom from excessive bail, cruel and unusual
punishment
E. Other rights of the people
F. Freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures
G. No quartering of soldiers
H. Freedom of religion, speech press, assembly, and
petition
I. Right to speedy and public trial
J. Right of a trial by jury in civil cases

	
  	
  

Station	
  #	
  10	
  
Constitutional	
  Definitions	
  
With	
  your	
  group,	
  define	
  the	
  terms	
  below.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
A) Double	
  Jeopardy	
  
B) Due	
  Process	
  
C) Self	
  Incrimination	
  
D) Probable	
  Cause	
  
E) Establishment	
  Clause	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

