
H
istorical Context: Betw

een 1945 and 1950, the w
artim

e alliance betw
een the U

nited States and the Soviet U
nion broke dow

n and 
the Cold W

ar began. For the next 40 years, relations betw
een the tw

o superpow
ers sw

ung betw
een confrontation and détente. Each 

tried to increase its w
orldw

ide influence and spread its com
peting econom

ic and political system
s. At tim

es during this period the 
com

petitors w
ere at the brink of w

ar. How
 w

as the Cold W
ar fought? 

Q
uestion: H

ow did the Cold W
ar begin and what 

“weapons” were used to fight this war? 

N
am

e_____________________________________________________________ Date____________________________ Per ________  

 From
 Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has 

descended across the continent. Behind that line lie all the capitals of the 
ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe. . . . All these fam

ous cities and 
the populations around them

 lie in the Soviet sphere and all are subject in 
one form

 or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very high and 
increasing m

easure of control from
 M

oscow
. 

This  is  an  excerpt  from
  W

inston  Churchill’s  “Iron  Curtain”  speech,  M
arch  5,  1946 

 1.
How

  is  the  “iron  curtain”  a  dividing  line? 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

_ 
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I believe it m
ust be the policy of the U

nited States to support free peoples w
ho are resisting 

attem
pted subjugation [dom

ination] by arm
ed m

inorities or by outside pressure. Should w
e fail 

to aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect w
ill be far-reaching to the W

est. The 
seeds of totalitarian regim

es are nurtured by m
isery and w

ant. They spread and grow
 in the evil 

soil of poverty and strife. The reach their full grow
th w

hen the hope of a people for a better life 
has died. Therefore, I propose giving Greece and Turkey $400 m

illion in aid. 
 This  is  an  excerpt  from

  President  Trum
an’s  speech  to  Congress,  M

arch  12,  1947. 
 2. Explain the policy President Trum

an suggested in this speech. 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

  
This  is  an  excerpt  from

  Secretary  of  State  M
arshall’s  speech  

explaining his plan for European recovery, June 5, 1947 
 I need to say that the w

orld situation is very serious. . . . 
Europe m

ust have a great deal of additional help, or face 
heavy econom

ic, social, and political dam
age. This w

ould 
have a harm

ful effect on the w
orld at large. There are also 

possibilities of disturbances because of the desperation of 
the people concerned. The effect on the econom

y of the 
U

nited States should be clear to all. So the U
nited States 

should do w
hatever it can to help restore norm

al econom
ic 

health to the w
orld. W

ithout this there can be no political 
stability or peace. O

ur policy is directed . . . against hunger, 
poverty, desperation and chaos [disorder]. Its purpose is to 
revive a w

orking econom
y in the w

orld.  
   ____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 3. W

hy did Secretary of State M
arshall 

suggest this plan for European recovery? 
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This is an excerpt from
 the N

orth Atlantic Treaty, w
hich w

as 
signed by the U

nited States, Canada, and ten 
nations of W

estern Europe in 1948. 
 The parties agree than an arm

ed attack against one or m
ore 

of them
 in Europe or in N

orth Am
erica shall be considered as 

an attack against them
 all. They agree that if such an arm

ed 
attack occurs, each of them

 w
ill assist the party or parties so 

attacked. Each w
ill im

m
ediately take w

hatever action it 
considers necessary to restore and m

aintain the security of 
the N

orth Atlantic area. It w
ill, if necessary, use arm

ed force. 
 4. W

hat is the purpose of N
ATO

? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
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The Soviet U
nion 

responded to N
ATO

 by 
creating its alliance, the 

W
arsaw

 PactÆ
 

5. How
 do  these  “satellites”  in  the  W

arsaw
  Pact  provide  a  buffer  for  the  

Soviet U
nion? 

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
 



 This is an excerpt from
 a speech by 

Soviet Prem
ier N

ikita Khrushchev in 1956 
in w

hich he explains his point of view
 on 

U
.S. actions.  

 The inspirers of the “cold w
ar” began to 

establish 
m

ilitary 
blocs—

the 
N

orth 
Atlantic bloc, SEATO

, and the Baghdad 
pact. [They claim

] they have united for 
defense against the “com

m
unist threat.” 

But this is sheer hypocrisy! W
e know

 from
 

history that w
hen planning a re-division of 

the w
orld, the im

perialist pow
ers have 

alw
ays lined up m

ilitary blocs. Today the 
“anti-com

m
unism

” slogan is being used as 
a sm

oke screen to cover up the claim
s of 

one 
pow

er 
for 

w
orld 

dom
ination. 

The 
U

nited States w
ants, by m

eans of blocs 
and pacts, to secure a dom

inant position 
in the capitalist w

orld. The inspirers of the 
“position of strength” policy assert that it 
m

akes another w
ay im

possible because it 
ensures 

a 
“balance 

of 
pow

er” 
in 

the 
w

orld. [They] offer the arm
s race as their 

m
ain recipe for the preservation of peace! 

It is perfectly obvious that w
hen nations 

com
pete to increase their m

ilitary m
ight, 

the danger of w
ar becom

es greater, not 
lesser. Capitalism

 w
ill find its grave in 

another w
orld w

ar, should it unleash it. 
 6. W

hat is  Khrushchev’s  view
  of  U

.S.  
actions? According to Khrushchev w

hat 
w

ill happen? 
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________ 
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The arm

s race w
as an im

portant part of the Cold W
ar. Both superpow

ers developed technology and used their nuclear pow
er to build as m

any 
w

eapons as possible. This nuclear buildup led to a “balance of  terror,” w
hich som

e saw
 as a deterrent to w

ar. But others feared the use of these 
w

eapons. These charts show
 the build up of ICBM

’s and long-range bom
bers betw

een 1966 and 1974. 
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7. W
hat im

pact did this arm
s race have on the w

orld? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 The threat of nuclear w

as obvious in the Cuban m
issile crisis of 1962. This 

excerpt, from
 President John F.  Kennedy’s  speech  to  the  Am

erican  people,  
explains the U

.S. position. 
     offensive w

eapons of sudden m
ass destruction. This is an open threat to 

the peace and security of all of the Am
ericas. O

ur objective m
ust be to 

prevent the use of these m
issiles against this or any other country. W

e m
ust 

secure their w
ithdraw

al from
 the W

estern Hem
isphere. . .  . I call upon 

Chairm
an Khrushchev to halt and elim

inate this secret and reckless threat 
to w

orld peace. 
 8. W

hat is the basis for President Kennedy’s  dem
and that the m

issiles be 
rem

oved from
 Cuba? 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 . . . W

e have unm
istakable evidence that a series of 

offensive m
issile sites is now

 being built on that 
island. . . . Cuba has been m

ade into an im
portant 

strategic base by the presence of these long-range 
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After Kennedy ordered a quarantine of all offensive m
ilitary equipm

ent 
being sent into Cuba, Prem

ier Khrushchev responded w
ith this m

essage. 
 M

r. President, the Soviet governm
ent decided to help Cuba w

ith m
eans of 

defense 
against 

outside 
attack. 

These 
w

eapons 
w

ere 
only 

m
eant 

for 
defensive purposes. W

e have supplied them
 to prevent aggression against 

Cuba. . . . W
ith respect and confidence I accept the statem

ent set forth in 
your m

essage of O
ctober 27, 1962. You said then that Cuba w

ill not be 
attacked or invaded by any country of the W

estern Hem
isphere. . . . W

e have 
given the order to discontinue building the installations. W

e shall dism
antle 

them
 and w

ithdraw
 them

 to the Soviet U
nion. 

 9. How
 does Khrushchev explain w

hy m
issiles w

ere placed in Cuba and w
hy 

they could now
 be rem

oved? 
 _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
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O
n a separate piece of paper answ

er the question: How
  did  the  Cold  W

ar  begin  and  w
hat  “w

eapons”  w
ere  used  to  fight  this  w

ar? W
rite a w

ell-organized response proving your claim
. 

Your response should be logically presented and should include inform
ation both from

 the docum
ents and from

 your ow
n know

ledge outside of the docum
ents.  


