
Your Goal:  Solve this case and 
determine whether the British soldiers 
murdered the American colonists or 
whether the entire incident was an 

accident that happened in self 
defense?

DO FIRST - EVERYBODY:  As you Watch 
the Video:
What time of day was it?
What time of year was it?
What are the people yelling?
Why did John Adams run to the water 
pump?

Source A
:  **C

aptain Preston is a B
ritish 

A
rm

y O
fficer

C
lose R

eading 

1.
Look through the text. Identify 
w

ords that contain em
otion or 

opinion.
2.

W
hat claim

 is the author m
aking?  

D
oes C

aptain P
reston believe the 

"m
assacre" w

as an accident or 
m

urder?
S

ourcing

1.
W

hat evidence does C
aptain 

P
reston present to back his/her 

claim
?

2.
W

hat is the docum
ent about?  

W
rite a tw

o sentence sum
m

ary.
C

ontextualization

1.
Take into consideration w

here and 
w

hen this docum
ent w

as created.  
W

hat w
as happening historically at 

the tim
e?

2.
C

onsider the author.  W
hat w

as 
their role at the tim

e?  H
ow

 w
ere 

they connected to the events their 
describing?

3.
H

ow
 m

ight the author’s role give 
them

 a perspective on daily life 
and events of the tim

e?

Source B
 ***A

ndrew
 is a slave  living in B

oston 
that w

as an eyew
itness of the event.

1.
Look through the text. Identify w

ords that 
contain em

otion or opinion.
2.

W
hat claim

 is the author m
aking?  D

oes 
A

ndrew
 believe the "m

assacre" w
as an 

accident or m
urder?

S
ourcing

1.
W

hat evidence does A
ndrew

 present to back 
his/her claim

? 
2.

W
hat is the docum

ent about?  W
rite a tw

o 
sentence sum

m
ary.

C
ontextualization

1.
Take into consideration w

here and w
hen this 

docum
ent w

as created.  W
hat w

as 
happening historically at the tim

e?
2.

C
onsider the author.  W

hat w
as their role at 

the tim
e?  H

ow
 w

ere they connected to the 
events their describing? There is little know

n 
about him

, but click here for a little 
inform

ation.
3.

H
ow

 m
ight the author’s role give them

 a 
perspective on daily life and events of the 
tim

e?



Source C

Look through the text. Identify w
ords that contain em

otion 
or opinion.                                                     W

hat claim
 is 

the author m
aking?  D

oes G
eorge S

anderlin believe the 
"m

assacre" w
as an accident or m

urder?                                                                       
W

hat evidence does G
eorge S

anderlin present to back 
his/her claim

?                                                              W
hat 

is the docum
ent about?  W

rite a tw
o sentence sum

m
ary.                                                                    

Take into consideration w
here and w

hen this docum
ent 

w
as created.  W

hat w
as happening historically at the 

tim
e?                                                                       

C
onsider the author.  W

hat w
as their role at the tim

e? 
(This is located in the reading) H

ow
 w

ere they connected 
to the events their describing?                                    H

ow
 

m
ight the author’s role give them

 a perspective on daily 
life and events of the tim

e?

Source D
:  W

illiam
 W

yat is testifying his account of the incident. H
e 

lives in Salem
, M

A
 outside of B

oston.
C

lose R
eading

1.
Look through the text. Identify w

ords that contain em
otion or opinion.

2.
W

hat claim
 is the author m

aking?  D
oes W

illiam
 W

yatt believe the 
"m

assacre" w
as an accident or m

urder?
S

ourcing

1.
W

hat evidence does W
illiam

 W
yatt present to back his/her claim

?
2.

W
hat is the docum

ent about?  W
rite a tw

o sentence sum
m

ary.
C

ontextualization

1.
Take into consideration w

here and w
hen this docum

ent w
as created.  

W
hat w

as happening historically at the tim
e?

2.
C

onsider the author.  W
hat w

as their role at the tim
e? (This is located 

in the reading) H
ow

 w
ere they connected to the events their 

describing?
3.

H
ow

 m
ight the author’s role give them

 a perspective on daily life and 
events of the tim

e?



Exhibit E - Im
age

S
tudy the A

rtw
ork

1.
W

hat do you see in the picture?
2.

D
oes the artist use color in an interesting 

w
ay?  W

hat colors do you see?
S

ourcing

1.
W

ho is the creator of the im
age?

2.
W

hen w
as the picture created?

C
ontextualization

1.
W

hat is the picture about?  W
rite a tw

o 
sentence sum

m
ary.

2.
Take into consideration w

here and w
hen 

this picture w
as created.  W

hat w
as 

happening historically at the tim
e?

3.
W

hy did the artist create this im
age?

Exhibit F &
 G

 - Im
age (sam

e questions as Exhibit E)
S

tudy the A
rtw

ork

1.
W

hat do you see in the picture?
2.

D
oes the artist use color in an interesting w

ay?  W
hat colors do you 

see?
S

ourcing

1.
W

ho is the creator of the im
age?

2.
W

hen w
as the picture created?

C
ontextualization

1.
W

hat is the picture about?  W
rite a tw

o sentence sum
m

ary.
2.

Take into consideration w
here and w

hen this picture w
as created.  

W
hat w

as happening historically at the tim
e?

3.
W

hy did the artist create this im
age?

The B
loody M

assacre


